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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/11/08 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

3. Claims 1,2,4,8,9,11,29, and 30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Olson (U.S. Patent No. 



7, 171, 191) . 
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4. Referring to method claims 1 and 30, computer-readable 
medium claim 8, and apparatus claim 29, Olson teaches a method, 
computer-readable medium, and apparatus, the method comprising a 
method, comprising: 

transmitting an input signal from an originator having a 
haptic code therein (see lines 49-57 of column 5) ; 

receiving an input signal sent from an originator having a 
haptic code therein (see lines 49-57 of column 5) ; 

extracting the haptic code from the input signal, the 
haptic code being associated with a haptic logo which distinctly 
corresponds to the originator, with said haptic logo providing 
information identifying an originator of said input signal (see 
lines 49-57 of column 5) ; and 

providing a control signal to an actuator, the control 
signal being based at least in part on the haptic code and 
configured to cause the actuator to output a haptic effect 
associated with the haptic logo, wherein the haptic effect 
identifies the originator of the input signal (see lines 49-57 
of column 5) . 
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5. Referring to claims 2 and 9, Olson teaches the haptic code 
is associated with a status message (see lines 45-48 of column 

5. note the status is the receipt of a new message) . 

6. Referring to claims 4 and 11, Olson teaches the haptic 
effect is output to a handheld device (see item 206 in figure 
2) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a guotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 3 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Olson in view of Austin-Lane et al . 
(U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0059790 hereinafter "Austin-Lane"). 

9. Referring to method claim 3 and computer-readable medium 
claim 10, Olson teaches the method, computer-readable medium, 
and apparatus of claims 2 and 9 as shown above, however the 
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combination fails to teach the status event includes at least 
one of an advertisement event, a business-transaction event, a 
one-to-one marketing event, a stock-trading event, a weather- 
forecast event, an entertainment event, a sports event, and an 
emergency event. 

Austin-Lane teaches, in an analogous system, the status 
event comprising at least an advertisement event (see paragraph 
33) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
teachings of Olson with the above teachings of Austin-Lane. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make 
such modification in order to provide the user with a 
notification of important time-sensitive information as 
suggested by Austin-Lane (see paragraph 3) . 

10. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Olson in view of Aaltonen et al . (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,885,876 hereinafter "Aaltonen"). 

11. Referring to claim 17, Olson teaches an apparatus 
comprising a memory storing program code for performing a method 
(see lines 25-35 of column 6), the method comprising: 
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receiving an input signal sent from an originator having a 
haptic code therein (see lines 49-57 of column 5) ; 

extracting the haptic code from the input signal, the 
haptic code being associated with a haptic logo which distinctly 
corresponds to the originator, with said haptic logo providing 
information identifying an originator of said input signal (see 
lines 49-57 of column 5) ; and 

providing a control signal to an actuator, the control signal 
being based at least in part on the haptic code and configured 
to cause the actuator to output a haptic effect associated with 
the haptic logo, wherein the haptic effect identifies the 
originator of the input signal (see lines 49-57 of column 5) . 

Olson fails to explicitly teach a processor coupled to and 
in communication with an actuator, however Olson does teach the 
apparatus being a wireless phone that can output haptic effects 
(see lines 49-57 of column 5) . 

Aaltonen teaches, a wireless phone for outputting haptic 
effects comprising a processor (see item 13 in figure 1) coupled 
to an actuator (see item 30 in figure 1) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the teachings of Olson with that of Aaltonen in 
order to use the method in an existing type wireless phone. 
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12. Referring to claim 18, Aaltonen teaches the actuator is 
coupled to the handheld device (see item 30 in figure 1) . 

13. Referring to claim 19, Olson teaches the apparatus is a 
celphone or pda (see items 202 and 206 in figure 2) . 

14. Referring to claim 20, Olson teaches the haptic code is 
associated with a status message (see lines 45-48 of column 5, 
note the status is the receipt of a new message) . 

15. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Olson in view Aaltonen as applied to claim 20 
above and further in view of Austin-Lane et al . (U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0059790 hereinafter "Austin-Lane") . 

16. Referring claim 21, the combination of Olson and Aaltonen 
teaches the apparatus of claim 17 as shown above, however the 
combination fails to teach the status event includes at least 
one of an advertisement event, a business-transaction event, a 
one-to-one marketing event, a stock-trading event, a weather- 
forecast event, an entertainment event, a sports event, and an 
emergency event. 
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Austin-Lane teaches, in an analogous system, the status 
event comprising at least an advertisement event (see paragraph 
33) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
combination of Olson and Aaltonen with the above teachings of 
Austin-Lane. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to make such modification in order to provide the user 
with a notification of important time-sensitive information as 
suggested by Austin-Lane (see paragraph 3) . 

17. Claims 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Olson in view of Aaltonen as applied to 
claim 17 and further in view of of Wies et al . (WO 02/03172 A2 
hereinafter "Wies") . 

18. Referring to claims 22 and 23, the combination of Olson and 
Aaltonen teaches the apparatus of claim 17 as shown above, 
however the combination fails to teach the memory further stores 
a haptic lookup table associating a plurality of haptic codes 
each with a control signal the memory further stores program 
code to download the haptic lookup table from a remote source. 
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Wies teaches, in an analogous system, the above limitations 
(see paragraph bridging pages 14 and 15, note the library 
disclosed by Wies, which can be downloaded from a network 
server, is being construed as the applicant's claimed table). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
combination of Olson and Aaltonen with the above teachings of 
Wies in order to give the user a greater range of events by 
allowing for customization. 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,8, and 17 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to ERON J. 
SORRELL whose telephone number is (571)272-4160. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be 
reached on 571-272-6729. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Eron J Sorrell/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2182 
June 22, 2008 



